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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

I. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

A. Claims 15-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
George et al., US No. 6,287,669 ("George"). 

i. In short, George discloses a paintable seal system (Fig. 1), comprising, 
a first panel of an automotive vehicle (70) joined to a second panel of the 
automotive vehicle (72) by a joint, wherein; 

ii. the joint is at least partially located within a ditch of the automotive 
vehicle (Fig. 12), and 

iii. the first panel is attached (at 66) to the second panel along a length of the 
joint, and a multilayer seal (10) disposed over the joint, 

the multilayer seal including an adhesion portion (12) and a barrier portion (14), 
wherein: 

iv. the barrier portion includes at least one layer (Fig. 4) 

v. the adhesion portion (12) softens and flows when heated to temperatures 
typically encountered in automotive vehicle priming and painting 

operations (Col. 6, line 26); and 
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vi. the multiplayer seal includes at least one of a polyester material (col. 2, lines 18- 
20) in the barrier portion or a methacrylate in the adhesion portion. 

vii. The barrier portion (14) is layered over the adhesion portion (12). The polyester 
of the at least one layer is polyethylene terephthalate (col. 2, lines 29-30). 

II. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Enoch E Peavey whose telephone number is 305 1977. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 4:30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 15. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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